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“The �oor is a slightly dark wood, and there are no cold tones — even the gray walls are almost greenish — so

there’s a great warmth in this home, even in winter,” says Superhost Marco Vido.

Picturesque Retreat
Location: Modica, Sicily

Superhost + Airbnb Plus Home: Luca Giannini
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Modica is a small, charming place, with noble palaces, secret gardens, and Baroque cathedrals, says

Superhost Luca Giannini (pictured).

His painting style is contemporary, but when it came to buying a house in Modica (a

city whose multi layered history dates back thousands of years, with Greek, Roman,

Arab, and Spanish people all inhabiting the land at different times), artist Luca

Giannini’s taste veered vintage. “I felt connected to the soul of this place, which had

seen a lot of life,” he says of the 16th-century property. One feature that particularly

enthralled him was the “amazing and wonderfully secluded garden” behind a stone

wall. Lush with oleander and fig, orange, and pomegranate trees, “it reminds me of the

vast gardens of medieval monasteries,” says the Superhost, a former environmental

engineer.

The home came with some features that he turned into pretty great  amenities —

including an ancient stone basin he converted to a heated plunge pool and a former

water cistern that’s now a wine cellar stocked with Sicilian favorites. But what really

makes the home one-of-a-kind are Giannini’s paintings, hung throughout, plus custom-

crafted headboards and other pieces. “I designed three sculpted washbasins, each in a

A washbasin designed by Giannini elevates each bathroom.
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different type of stone,” he says. There’s beige Modica limestone in the master

bedroom, lava stone in another, and brown limestone in a suite upstairs. “My intention

was to harmoniously combine the ancient features with a smooth, modern style,” he

explains, “and so I chose a palette that reminds me of the earth in order to keep the

atmosphere calm and relaxing.”


